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I1I.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


Tue Ulubaria Darpan of the 14th May is sorry that the murder of Ram 
Madhav Dalui of Baniban, in the jurisdiction of the 
Ulubaria police-station, yet remains untraced. 
2. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 16th May gives the following story of 
A case of police oppression in police oppression in Burdwan as reported by an 
Burdwan. eye-witness :— 


The reporter is a clerk in the office of the Commissioner of Burdwan. 
While returning from office one day he saw near the house of Ramlal Mukerji, 
a pleader, a man in the act of being taken to the thana by some constables. The 
man was only guilty of having committed a nuisance on the public road, and yet 
he was being freely beaten by the constables. The constables of the Burdwan 
police frequently ill-treat in this way those who are found offending against 
Act V. The authorities should look to the matter. 


8. Accorrespondent of the Sanjivani of the 20th May writes to the 

: following effect :— 
apg occa eter! On the 2nd May last, at 4 P.M., a carter 
: named Timu Sheik was brawling under the in- 
fluence of toddy on a public road in Berhampore. Some constable seized him 
and dragged him to the local police-station in a naked state, A shop-keeper 
of the place, Khadaram Saha by name, having remonstrated with the con- 
stables, they quarrelled with him and seized him also. So both the carter and 
the shop-keeper were taken to the police-station and kept confined. The 
constables then returned to the bazar and seized Chedi, son of Khadaram, and 
two other shop-keepers. In the police-station, Khadaram and his son, Chedj1, 
were soundly beaten. This strange oppression by the police soon became 
known to the people. some of whom sought the advice of the local pleader, 
Babu Mahendra Nath Mukerji. The Police Sub-Inspector was then in the 
house of Mahendra Babu, and it was arranged to release the accused persons on 
bail. The Sub-Inspector remained with Mahendra Babu, and Purna Saha and 


_ “eae of Khadaram went to the police-station to get them released 
on bail. ) 3 


An untraced murder. 


In the police-station, Purna was confined and beaten, and the men who went 


with him were all abused. The Sub-Inspector, on hearing all this, went to the 
station and released Purna on a bail of Rs. 10. 


__ Khadaram was so severely beaten that he had to be sent to the hospital. 
Khadaram, Chedi, and Purna have all instituted proceedings against the 
constables, and the constables in their turn have lodged complaints against 


Khadaram and others. ‘limu Sheik, who was the cause of all this affair, has 
been fined 8 annas for drunkenness, 


The police is now seeking for opportunities to be revenged on the pleader, 
Mahendra Babu. On the night of Thursday, following the event, they made a 
row near Mahendra Babu’s house, saying that they had been beaten, and that 
the offenders had taken shelter in Mahendra Babu’s house. They also abused 
Mahendra Babu in vulgar language, but Mahendra Babu said that they wanted 
to provoke him into a quarrel, and he therefore kept himself quiet. The con- 


stables therefore went away, but they have complained that they were beaten 
near Mahendra Babu’s house. : 


4. The Dacca Prakash of the 21st May blames Government for quarter- 
ing a special police onthe chars in the Kirtinasa 

ae river, situated within the jurisdiction of the police- 
‘tation of Munshiganj, Rajbari, and requiring the people of the chars to pay for 
its maintenance. The object of quartering the fh is to prevent disputes for 
the possession of the chars. But such disputes would have been impossible but 
tor the inability of Government to determine the rights of the people to their 
chars, _ The quartering of the police upon them, and thereby oppressing and 
urassing them, is, under the circumstances, very unfair of the Government. 


‘uartering of a special police. 


ULUBaRIA DARPAN, 
May 14th, 1893. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
May 16th, 1893, 


SANJIVANI, 
May 20th, 1893. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
May 2lst, 1893. 


de \ 


2 eee 
. SiS ae 
. 2 : 


ee tae ak q or f . ers 
> a ak a kent Vin A ‘ 

<. . b . o.2 . ke sd . F ’ ore . 

r OR AP ORNs AAAS ee vanes 

vs Ca eee ae” Pe Rig = OS OE oe og as Sak ne Per 
. ret , r wth? <gisiesd bse: peg eg gniees ey a, oe Wee o@ 

er tasted ad Ca RE i BRB. SE ACN it hipg 

. & = ; . ome o “en wah Oe % 
nein 


~ a ti ad bids. d is olaehtn 4 A — 
* s ee al 
. ee PORE a to Ke 


ULUBABIA DaRPAN, 
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SAHACHAR, 


May 17th, 1898. 
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(b)— Working of the Courts, 


5. The Ulubaria Darpan of the 14th May has the following a 

Working of the Honorary Magis- Complaints regarding the severity of the 
tracy. sentences which are passed by the officers of 
the Subordinate Executive Service are now coming from many parts 
of the country. As these officers can not always act according to their own 
judgment, however much they may wish to do so, the severity they display is 
sometimes excusable. But what explanation is there of the severity which js 
often shown by Benches of Honorary Magistrates ? These latter have no fear 
of losing their appointments, and there is therefore nothing to prevent them 
from deciding cases in a humane spirit. They possess a thorough knowledge of 
the manners and customs of the people, and are expected to discharge their duty 
satisfactorily. But, alas elated by their high position, they often go astray! 


The decisions of the Honorary Bench of Ulubaria will show that the 
complaint is not unfounded, That Bench has fined a man Rs, 20 for having 
stoned a hen to death. 

One interesting feature in the working of this Bench is that if it lets off 
an accused person one day, it takes good care not to repeat the proceeding for one 
whole month from that date. And, therefore, if evidence sufficiently incrimina- 
ting is not found forthcoming, it sets about collecting evidence itself like a prose- 
cutor in order that it may be able to punish every accused person. 

This reflects discredit on the system of trial by Honorary Magistrates, 


6. The Sahachar of the 17th May has the following :— 

Sir Charles Elliott and the ad- The present Lieutenant-Governor has more 
ministration of criminal justice. than once interfered with the judicial  inde- 
yendence of the subordinate Magistracy, Shortly after he became 

ieutenant-Governor he issued a circular prohibiting the postponement of cases, 
Under that circular any Magistrate postponing a case three times is required 
to eit an explanation to the accused. The Magistrates were next ordered not 
to leave their Courts until they had finished taking down the depositions of all 
the witnesses present. And it is now rumoured, though the writer is unwilling 
to believe the rumour that another circular has been issued requiring all accused 
persons to restrict the number of their witnesses to five. The mischievous effect of 
all these circulars is apparent. The long day is drawing towards its close, and the 
Magistrate is showing his utter exhaustionin a couple of yawns at atime. But 
there is that circular about finishing witnesses, and he must takedown the deposi- 
tions of those that remainto be examined. Another case is calledat 6 p.m. The 
pleaders and mukhtars will not kill themselves outright for money’s sake, and refuse 
togoon. Theaccused man gets noone to plead hiscause. The Magistrate himself 
sees that in his own condition of mind and body, and in the undefended position of 
the accused, it will be unfair to the latter to take up the case. But what can he 
do? ‘There is the Lieutenant-Governor’s order that he must not postpone more 
than three times, and he must either take up the case or lose his appointment, 
and see his wife and children starve. But is this how justice should be dis- 
pensed ? Is the country under the rule of the Maharani, or is Theebaw ruling 
it for Her Majesty from Ratnagiri?—are questions which the people are 
asking in surprise. It is a fortunate circumstance that all India has, with one 
voice, condemned this system of administering criminal justice, and that non- 
official Anglo-Indians have entered an angry protest against a system of 
criminal justice which is so damaging to the reputation of their mother country. 
The writer had thought that Sir Charles Elliott would, after the jury trouble, 
act in accordance with the wishes of the public, and everybody knows that 
His Honour himself threw out a hint some time ago that he Lone do so. But 
the issue of the new circular limiting the number of witnesses on behalf of the 
defence in criminal cases to five has destroyed all such hope. The writer 
would like to know from His Honour and his party what they think of a crim!- 
nal trial. Is it, after all, so very trifling a matter to send a man to jail? 
His Honour’s ideas about a criminal trial are applicable only to pact con- 
quered countries, where peace has yet to be established, and are quite inapp icable 
to a country like India, which is in the midst of profound peace, and the 
people of which are peaceful, law-abiding, loyal, and well-behaved. Why 
intraduce Mug justice in such a country and ‘at such a time? There 
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just cause for the resentment felt over the matter by the non-official Anglo- 
Indian community; and the question asked in Parliament on the subject 
was @ significant fact. People ought no longer to permit a set of power- 
loving officials to violate the law with the sole object of exercising authority 
over them. Let the guilty be punished by all means, but let also the system 
under which they are punished be such that the people can assist the police 
and the Magistracy in their work of getting the guilty punished. 


7. The Bangavasi of the 20th May says that in a recent sessions trial at 
Patna, the Judge, not satisfied with the verdict 
of the jury, which was to the effect that the 
accused was guilty only of simple hurt, asked the foreman if the gentlemen 
of the jury did not consider it likely that the injured man, if alive, would have 
been incapacitated for work for twenty days owing to the injury received, 
Thinking that the Judge was only joking, the foreman replied rather humour- 
ously that, considering that the man was dead, it was impossible that he could 
have worked for twenty days. On this the Judge convicted the accused of 
having caused grievous hurt. Now, the question is, whence did the Judge 
derive his authority for questioning a jury? It is certain that in questioning a 
jury in this way, the Sessions Judge of Patna violated both law and morality, 
though his action might be considered not to have been inconsistent with the 
administrative policy inaugurated by Sir Charles Elliott. 


8. In the Sanjivani of the 20th May, a correspondent thus writes 
Undue severity of a Deputy about a decision of Babu arish Chandra Chak, 
Magistrate in Assam. Deputy Magistrate of Barapeta, in Assam :— 

A peasant brought some pumpkins to the bazar, where a number of men 
took the fruits one by one and went into the adjoining shops. Some of them 
did not pay the prices demanded by the seller, nor return to him his pumpkins. 
Enraged at the strange conduct of these men, the rustic abused them 
in strong language. ‘The poor fellow did not know that amongst them was 
the Seristadar of the Deputy Magistrate’s Court, a man of the same caste as 
that officer. The Seristadar brought a suit against the rustic, and though the 
accused pleaded that he was unaware of the presence of the Seristadar among 
the men in the bazar, his apology was not accepted, and he was sentenced to one 
week’s imprisonment, 


9. In the same poner, snetner correspondent writes to the following 
. eltect :— 


Cross-examining a j ury. 


Mr. Monshan of Sibsagar. 


In January last an accused named Tewai Chutia was confined in the police- 
station of Sibsagar for 24 hours and kept in charge of a constable named 
Sapido Aham., Somehow or other the accused fled, but was again seized the 
following day, the Court, however, discharged him. The constable was then 
charged under Act 5 of 1861 and section 224 of the Penal Code for neglect of 
uty and was sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for one month. It did not 
strike either the Deputy Commissioner, Mr, Monahan, who tried the case, or the 
pleaders who were present in his Court that no one can be punished with 
rigorous imprisonment under the above section. The constable, in obedience 
to the order of the Deputy Commissioner, suffered rigorous imprisonment for 
four days (from the 14th to 17th April), when the Jail Superintendent, Babu 
Jogesh Chandra Chatterji, informed Mr. Monahan of his mistake. 

_ The Deputy Commissioner then understood in what position he had placed 
himself, and altered the records of the case by substituting the word ‘ simple” 
tor the word ‘ rigorous.” ; 

Such a mistake by a Deputy Commissioner of a district is really serious. 
If any native officer had committed such a mistake in a judgment, he would 
surely have been put to great trouble. A respectable gentleman, the late Babu 
Kisori Chand Mitter, was dismissed from the Magistrateship of Caléutta for an 
offence similar to that which has been committed by Mr. Monahan of Sibsagar. 


10. The Dacca Gazette of the 22nd May says that in a defamation case the 
Magistrate can issue a summons or a warrant at his 

leasure. How is it then that a warrant has been 
issued, in the very first instance, in the defamation 
“ase against the Sudhakar newspaper? The judicial officers can, if they please, 
do much to mitigate the rigour of the law. 


Issue of a warrant in the 
_Suwthakar defamation case. 


BANGAVASI, 


May 20th, 1893, 


SANJIVANI, 


May 20th, 1898. 


SANJIVANI. 


Dacca GAZRTTE, 
May 22nd, 1898, 
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DAINTIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIK4, 


May 23rd, 1893. 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
(‘HANDRIKA, 


May 20th, 1893, 


CHARUVARTA, 
May 15th, 1893, 


HatavaDI, 
May 18th, 1803. 
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11. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 23rd May says that Sir 
Charles Elliott has surpassed even Sir Rivers 
Sir Charles Elliott and the Thompson in undue interference with the judiciary, 
a ee His constant interference with the administration 
of justice has disgusted even many District Judges, and it is their fear of him 
that is leading Deputy Magistrates to commit injustice. Even the High Court 
Judges have become annoyed with him for his interference with their work, 
and consider his assumptions in regard to them a derogation from their powers, 
They have, therefore, sent up to the authorities in England a protest against 
His Honour’s interference with them. The people of India should take this 
opportunity of securing to the judiciary a complete independence of the 
executive. And all India, not excepting even the Anglo-Indian community, 
should side with the High Court, and submit memorials to Parliament and to 
the Secretary of State demanding an abrogation of the absolute powers which 
are arrogated by rulers like Sir Charles Elliott, and praying that the purity of 
the British judicial administration in India may be kept untarnished. 


12. The Dainik-o-Sumachar Chandrika of the 24th May says that Babu 
Manmohan Biswas instituted a case in the Calcutta 
Police Court against two constables of the Sham- 
pukar thana for having arrested him without producing the warrant of arrest 
which they were repeatedly called upon to show. The Magistrate, Maulvi 
Abdul Jubber, has, however, dismissed the case on the ground that a warrant 
had been issued for the Babu’s arrest, though the constables had it not with 
them atthe time, and that they were not, moreover, actuated by any malicious 
intention in making the arrest. This decision, if left unquashed, may lead to much 
oppression. Manmohan Babu should, therefore, make a motion in the High 
Court. 


Arrest without warrant. 


(d)— Education. 


13. The Charuvarta of the 15th May, cannot see why, for the fault of 
Babu Abaiakanta Sen, the original works on which 
he used to annotate should be driven from the 
schools. The decision of Government, which has been like a decision to punish 
Peter for the fault of Paul, is extremely objectionable. The best thing for 
Government to have done in this case was asking Babu Abalakanta to clear his 
books of all objectionable matter. It is hoped that Government will reconsider 
its order regarding the original works. 


14. The Hitavadi of wi oe may ublishes another letter from rans 
; handrodaya Vidyavinoda giving the histroy of the 
we re a pelle 4 for 1895: . 4 
It was clear from Pandit Mahesa Chandra 
Nyayaratna’s letter that, of those who gave written opinions on the writer’s book, 
the majority were in favour of it. But the Assistant Registrar, whose letter 
was quoted in the last issue of this paper (Report on Native Papers for 20th May, 
paragraph 10), speaks of the book as having been rejected on the ground of its 
unfitness. This looked suspicious, and, on the 19th September last, the publisher 
of the book addressed another letter to the Registrar asking to be informed 
whether or not the Board had recorded any Resolution rejecting the book on 
account of its unfitness. No reply to this fotter was received, aud a reminder 
was sent on the 27th October. This, too, failed to elicit a reply, and another 
letter was addressed on the 5th November. In reply to this the Assistant 
Registrar wrote as follows :— 


Letter No. 988, dated 7th November. 


“Referring to their letter of the 5th instant and previous correspondence, 
the undersigned has the honour to state that the book in question has not been 
recommended by the Board of Studiesin Sanskrit, &c., for adoption as a text- 


book for the Entrance examination. The grounds on which the book has 
been rejected by the Board are never published.” 


In his previous letter on the subject, the Assistant Registrar had said that 
the book was rejected on account of its unfitness, but he now said that it was 
not recommended by the Board! This only increased the writer’s susp1ci0ns, 
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and he addressed another letter to the Assistant Registrar on the subject, to 
which the Assistant Registrar replied as follows:— 

“With reference to your letter of yesterday’s date, I have the honour to 
state that I have already intimated to you that the book in question was duly 
referred to the Board of Studies in Sanskrit, &c., and that it was rejected by 
the Board on account of its unfitness. No Resolution was recorded by the Board 
with reference to the book, and even if they had done so, it could not have 
been communicated to you. AsIam not in a position to furnish you with 
further information about the matter, I take the opportunity to inform you 
that any further correspondence regarding the subject will not be acknow- 
ledged.” , 

’ The true facts of the case became apparent from this letter. The writer 
then tried to get up a meeting of the Senate for the discussion of the subject, 
and there was some chance of his being successful in this. At this time, that 
is to say, on the 2nd December 1892, the Assistant Registrar wrote the following 
letter to the publisher of the book :— 


‘(In modification of my previous communications to you in regard to your 
Sanskrit compilation, the ‘ Sahitya (Sandarbha ?) Sangraha,’ I am directed by the 
President of the Board of Studies in Sanskrit to inform you that the Resolution 
of the Board of Studies makes no refcrence to the fitness or unfitness of your 
book, or indeed of any of the books laid down before them. The Board in 
one of their meetings resolved, with reference to the text-book in Sanskrit for 
the Entrance examination,to recommend some standard book or portion of 
a book to be named ata subsequent meeting instead of a set of selections 
from standard authors, At a subsequent meeting, the Board recommended 
portions of some standard books. 

‘“‘T ought to add that, under the circumstances, I was not justified in saying 
that your book was rejected on account of its unfitness, &c.’ 


It is for the public to judge of the mystery underlying the whole of this 
affair. 


15. The same paper says that some of the leading Kavirajes of Calcutta 

ave prayed to the Lieutenant-Governor to 
encourage the study of the Ayurvedic system of 
medicine in the same way as it has encouraged the study of the other branches 
of Sanskrit literature. Will the Government listen to their prayer ? 


16, Referring to the large percentage of failures at the last B. A. examina- 

: tion, the Sudhakar of the 19th May says that there 

ae result of the B. A.examina- yyst be some reason for the extremely bad results 
) of the B. A. examination during the last two or three 
years. Either Bengali students are deteriorating year after year, or some fault 
has crept into the working of the University. ‘The first theory is hardly ten- 
able, considering that with the progress of education people become more and 
more capable and intelligent. And if it is argued that the mental capacity of 
Bengali students is diminishing, there is no gainsaying that the system 
under which such deterioration can happen stands in need of thorough overhaul- 
ing. But it is more probable that the bad results are due to the adoption of 
an unusally severe standard of examination during the last few years. The 
writer fails to see the reason of this sudden change in the policy of the Univer- 
sity. Itisnotclear what harm could befall the University or the Government if 
the number of graduates went on increasing, Government is not pledged to 
give every graduate an appointment in its service, nor doesevery graduate expect 
an appointment from Government. If the change, however, is due simply to the 
desire of Government to put a stop to high education, then the public ought tobe 
informed in explicit terms that this is Government’s desire. And it ought to be 
ruled in that case that none but those who pass the F. A. examination in the first 
and second divisions will be allowed to go up for the B. A. degree examination. 
Such a course will make it possible for a large percentage of under-graduates to 
chalk out their career early in life. without wasting the best portion of their lives 
in studies by the prosecution of which they can expect to attain no definite end, 
_ _ The result of the last B. A examination has been extremely lamentable. It 
is therefore hoped that the University authorities will consent to hold another 
examination in August for the benefit of the plucked candidates, 
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17. The Bangavasi of the 20th May says that the prayers contained in the 

Je i Kavirajes’ memorial to Government are very reason. 

The Kavirajes’ memorial, able, and Government ought to be magnanimous 
enough to grant them. 

18. Commenting on the memorial submitted by some of the leading 
Kavirajes of Calcutta to the Lieutenant-Governor, 
praying Government to encourage the Ayurvedic 
system of medicine, the Sanjivani of the 20th May writes follows i 

The popular faith in the native system of medicine is reviving, but 
for want of a proper school to learn anatomy, the Aavirayes are unable tomake a 
systematic study of their science. Government will certainly do real good to the 
country if it encourages the native system of medicine. 


19. The same paper has the following :— 

The Government of Bengal has resolved to 
abolish the Krishnagar College unless the inhabi- 
tants of the district can pay Rs. 1,00,000 for its maintenance. The District 
Board of Krishnagar and some of the municipalities proposed to pay this sum 
by yearly instalments. But the Commissioner of the Presidency Division has 
refused to sanction this expenditure by them. 

Government once asked the Ge Municipality and the Nadia 
District Board to bear the entire cost of maintaining this College, and to keep it 
under their own management, ‘The estimated cost was Ks. 2,000; but the 
Municipality andthe Board had no funds from which to meet it. They are 
now willing to pay Ks. 600 a year for the maintenance of the College, but Gov. 
ernment will not allow this to be done. ‘The object of Government is really 
inexplicable. 

The sum of Rs. 1,00,000, which must be paid to Government to prevent the 
abolition of the College, cannot be raised without the aid of the Municipalities 
and District Boards, but Government will not allow the people to take their 
aid. Sothe people are placed in a difficult position indeed. 


The Kavirajes’ memorial. 


The Krishnagar College. 


(e}—Local Self-Government and Munictpal Administration. 


20, The Sulabh Dainik of the 20th May says that the present water-supply 

rT supply in 22 Calcutta is causing great inconvenience in this 
Po ace veer * season, because it does not commence before 6 A.M. 
and ends shortly after6 p.m. The supply should last from 5 a.m. to 7 AM. 
during this time of the Pak the required adjustment of the total supply being 


effected by making the daily supply in the cold weather last from 6-30 a.m. to 
D P.M. 


21. The Sulabh Dainik of the 23rd May says that, with the permission of 
hs Chaiieniahin fs Oebien: the Lieutenant-Governor, the Commissioners of the 
bati Municipality. y Baidyabati Municipality nominated their Vice- 
Chairman to the office of Chairman. But strange 
to say, His Honour has rejected that nomination, and appointed Mr. Thompson, 
Sub-divisional Officer of Serampore, to the office. If His Honour intended to do 
so, why did he at all permit the Commissioners to make a nomination ? His 
Honour’s action has not, indeed, been illegal, for the law gives him power either 
to approve or to reject such nomination. But though not illegal, his action has 
certainly been improper. ‘The idea of consulting public opinion in any matter 
seems to be utterly repugnant to His Honour. 


(9)—Raitlways and communications, including canals and trrigation. 


22. The Burdwan Sanjicani of the 16th May says that last year aca te 

) good crops in the villages in the district of Burdwan 
cmt or oe ee eee sot their water-supply from the Eden 
Canal. So, with better arrangements for the supply 

of water from this canal, water-scarcity in most of the villages within the 
jurisdiction of the Jamalpur and Satgeche thanas may be removed, and agricul- 
tural operations therein greatly facilitated. Under the present system 0 


supplying water from the canal, there is much waste of water which can 
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revented, and a larger number of villages will also be benefited if Govern- 

ment constructs drains for the passage of the canal-water. If people get a 
timely supply of water from the canal, they will not grudge to pay the 
water-rate. ‘The attention of Government is drawn to the matter. 


(h)— General. 


23. The Hitavadi of the 18th May has the following in connection with the 
Kidderpore Docks :— 

The Kidderpore Docks, Millions of rupees have been spent in the construc- 
tion of these Docks, and many families have had to be ejected from their ancestral 
dwellings in order to obtain ground for them, and it is now rumoured that the 
authorities have resolved to leave them to their fate. But who is responsible 
for this reckless waste of public money? Will not the people make any protest 
in the matter? 

24. The same paper thus criticises the Secretary of State’s reply to Lord 

Separation of the judicial and Stanley’s question relating to the separation of 
executive functions. the judicial and executive functions in India:— 

Lord Kimberley says that the carrying out of the proposed reform will 
necessitate a large addition to the present official staff, and will involve a con- 
siderable expenditure of money. Well, supposing that the staff of officials 
will require to be greatly increased, still, considering that the separation of the 
two functions will save the people from much trouble and oppression, it 1s very 
desirable that Goverement should make the reform without caring for the 
increased expenditure. But there is, in fact, no reason to think that the staff 
of officials will have to be doubled. The District Magistrates have lots of 
assistants and subordinates, and many of these can with advantage be entrusted 
with judicial work. And if the measure involves increased expenditure, thein- 
crease will be very slight, not, at any rate, so large as Lord Kimberley fears. In 
the time of Lord Ripona native gentleman proved by arguments which could not 
be lightly refuted that no increase of expenditure would be required to separate 
the two functions. 

25. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chanirika of the 21st May has the follow- 

Mr. Phillips oo, ar : 
Even Sir Charles Elliott has now had to admit 
that Mr. Phillips is a rash, hot-headed officer, unfit for magisterial work, and it 
is rumoured that His Honour contemplates transferring him to the judicial 
branch of the service, or, in other words, to give him a Judgeship. But the 
hot-headed self-sufficing Civilian is certainly unfit for judicial work too. As he 
possesses literary culture, he should be brought into the Bengal Secretariat, 
where his sole duty will be to write reports. ‘he man who, in his capacit 
of Magistrate, feels no hesitation in attacking the Judges of the High Court, is 
certainly not fit for judicial work. And if he is tobe made a Judge at all, let 
him be first made a Registrar of the High Court, for training acquired in that 
capacity may alter his disposition. 
26. The Dainik-o Samachar Chandrika of the 22nd May considers it highly 
The Government's church ex, UNJUSt that, in spite of the promise of Her Majesty, 
nenditure. * contained in the Proclamation of 1858, not to show 
undue favour to any religion in India, the Govern- 
ment of India should continue to spend annually large sums of money upon the 
maintenance of the Christian church for the benefit of the Anglo-Indian popula- 
tion, ‘This expenditure has become all the more objectionable at the present 
moment, because the people who do not themselves profess the Christian religion 
are Just now in the midst of extreme suffering from scarcity of food and water. 
The sum of two lakhs of rupees, which the Bengal Government alone annually 
spends on the church, if devoted to the excavation of tanks and other reservoirs 
of water, would materially alleviate the distress of the people. As for the spiritual 
wants of the Anglo-Indian population, the writer thinks that they are rich 
enough to pay for the maintenance of a church which exists for their exclusive 
use, 

27, The same paper writes as follows;— 

Sir Charles Elliott and the native It is an admitted fact that the free native press 
—: is Sir Charles Elliott’s eye-sore. The Bangavasi 
“ase 1g one proof of this, and recently His Honour has furnished another proof 
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by threatening the Editor of the Indian Mirror with gpeoes under the Official : 
Secrets Act for publishing the information that the Lieutenant-Governor had 

been dissatisfied with two District Judges for not having submitted reports 
of their work as desired by His Honour. The writer admires Babu Narendra. 
nath Sen’s courage in refusing to be thus browbeaten by the Lieutenant. 
Governor. Sir Charles Elliott is about to leave the country for six months, or, 
it may be, for good. Everybody will therefore be now glad to be able to speak 
well of him, and the writer is sorry to have to notice the Mirror incident at 
such a time as this. 


II1.— LEGISLATIVE. 


28. The Sahachar of the 17th May has the following on the subject of the 
recent elections for the Bengal Council. 

The writer is glad to notice that, at the last elec. 
tions, the voters acted in accordance with the wishes 
of the general public. As the writer had hoped, the Chittagong Division has 
returned Maulvi Siraj-ul-Islam. By voting for a Muhammadan, the Hindus of 
that Division have asserted the principle that, where the good of the count 
is concerned, the best candidate available, be he a Hindu or a Muhammadan, 
ought to be returned. The people have done choosing their representatives, and 
it isnow for Governmont to approve or disapprove of their choice. ‘The Govern- 
ment has the power to approve or to disapprove; but the writcr, nevertheless, 
hopes that it will not object to any one of the candidates elected by the people, 


The question now arises—Will not the Musalmans join the Congress in a 
body after this? The Congress is the common property of the Indian people, 
and it does not sound well for any section of that people to say—“ We will not 
join the Congress.” Jf the Musalmans have anything to say regarding the 
Congress, would it not be proper for them to join that movement first, and then 
to say what they have to say about it? 


The people expect much from their representatives. Let not the latter therefore 
think that they will please or delight the public by opposing Government at every 
step. No, theyshould, as arule, try to help Government to the best of their power. 
But when the interest and welfare of their country will make it their duty to oppose 
Government, they should not fail to show their ndependence. And they should, 
above all, remember Mr. Disraeli’s saying—“ It is easy to get a high post, but it 
is difficult to retain it.” Already the people are shaking their heads suspiciously 
in regard to some of their newly elected representatives. Sir Robert Walpole 
used to say—‘‘ He who often speaks against the King and Government, is at 
heart ready to lick their spittle. I can create in the course of a night a hundred 
patriots of this type.” And if any of the representatives forsakes the interest 
of his country with the object of currying favour with the authorities, he will be 
found out by the people as one of those lick-spittles talked of by Sir Robert. 


29. The HHitavadi of the 18th May thinks that the elections made for the 
Bengal Council have been very fair. The whole 
country took a lively interest in the matter, which 
means that the people appreciate the value of elec- 
tion. Some of the foremost men in the country have been returned. The 
Bengalis have, in fact, shown to the world by these elections that they 
are fit to be entrusted with a larger elective franchise. 

The writer also observes that those men who want to create ill-feeling 
between Hindus and Musalmans, and say that the latter can derive no benefit 
from the elections, will have their eyes opened by the success of Maulvi sira)- 
ul-Islam. The Hindus fully know that they and their Musalman countrynien 
possess identical interests in matters political. The Muhammadans also know 
this, but lest they should forget it, as they are apt to do, it is as well to remin 
them that many able Hindu candidates cladly retired from the field in order to 
make the road to Siruj-ul-Islam’s success smoother. 

30. The General and Ganhuriasfi of the 18th May says that Maulvi 
Ashrafuddin Ahmad, Matwalli of the Hooghly 
Emambarah, ought to be given a seat in the recon 
stituted Bengal Council. 


The elections for the Bengal 
Council. 


The elections for the Bengal 
Council. 


A nomination for the Bengal 
Council. 
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The Sudhakar of the 19th May is glad that Maulvi Siraj-ul- 
Islam, Khan Bahadur, has been elected to the Bengal 
Council by the Chittagong Division District Boards, 
and says that the Maulvi’s election will fully supply the want of a Musalman 
representative in the Council. The writer regrets, however, that Mr. Saraf-ud-din, 
ot was a candidate for the representation of the Patna District Boards, has 
been defeated by the Maharaja of Darbhanga. In point of attainments and 
independence, Mr. Saraf-ud-din is second to none in the Upper Provinces, except 
Mr. Justice Mahmud. The Muhammidan Observer is certain that it 18 owing 
only to Hindu machination that Mr. Saraf-ud-din has been defeated. ‘Andif this 
be true, then the Muhammadan community should no more join the Hindus in 
the Congress nor place any trust upon Hindu promises of co-operation with their 
Muhammadan fellow-countrymen in the advancement of the common welfare 
of the two communities. 


32. The Samay of the 19th May rejoices at the return of Mr, Lalmohan 
Ghosh as the representative of the Presidency Muni- 
cipalities in the Bengal Council. The Council has 
now got three native worthies—Babu Surendra Nath Banerjee, Mr. W. C. 
Bonnerjee, and Mr. Ghosh—as its members, And it should be noticed in connec- 
tion with the recent elections that all the leading newspapers of the country 
supported the candidature of these three gentlemen. There can be no 
doubt that the success of these three men has given satisfaction to the entire 
ublic. 

. The writer is also satisfied with the election of the Maharaja of Darbhanga, 
of Mr. A. Chaudhuri, and of Maulvi Siraj-ul-Islam. That five leading members 
of the Congress have entered the Council is certainly a matter of delight to 
the native public. Maulvi Siraj-ul-Islam’s success has pleased both Hindus and 
Musalmans. 


33. The Bangavdsi of the 20th May says that of the seven non-official 
members elected to the Bengal Council, only four 
are Bengalis, and even these four are all England- 
returned gentlemen who have no access to Hindu society. It is in this way that 
the people of Bengal, who are mostly Hindus, will be represented in their 
Legislative Council! 


34. The Sanjivani of the 20th May thus writes about the recent elections 
for the Bengal Council :— 

The zamindars and the Musalman community 
of Bengal had doubts as to whether the elections 
would be of any good to them; but the return of the Maharaja of Darbhanga 
and Maulvi Siraj-ul-Islam has clearly shown that their apprehensions were 
unfounded. The result of the elections has also been a matter of triumph to 
the Congress. Of the six gentlemen elected, five are leading members of the 
National Congress. The Government officials were never willing to admit 
that the Congress represented the country. But the result of the elections will, 
it is hoped, remove that impression from their minds. 

A great responsibility attaches to the gentlemen who have been elected. 
Their ability and patriotism will now be tested. The country waits to see 


whether they will only try to gain the favour of Government or will strive 
earnestly for the welfare of the country. 


30. The Sulabh Dainik of the 22nd May says that British laws and 

Tio seeiitiadidl teateciait Aol British Courts in India, instead of suppressing 

= scandal and obscenity, sometimes give wide pub- 
licity to them. The disgusting Contagious Diseases Acts have, indeed, been 
abolished ; but the far more disgusting Consent Act has come into existence. 
The Contagious Diseases Acts could destroy and outrage the modesty only of 
public women ; but the Consent Act outrages the modesty of respectable women. 
A case under the Consent Act is now being tried at the Burdwan Sessions, and 
extremely disgusting evidence in connection with a Muhammadan girl of eleven 
peers is coming out in course of it. Did any one ever hear of the sex 
laving been made the subject of so much scandal in a country governed by 

«woman? This state of things is intolerable to Hindu and Musalman women. 
Ihe people should once more apply to the Viceregal Council for the abolition 


31. 
The results of the elections. 


The result of the elections. 


The result of the elections 


The result of the elections for 
the Bengal Council. 


SUDHAKAR, 
May 19th, 1893. 


SAMAY, 


May 19th, 1893, 


BANGAVASI, 


May 20th, 1893. 


SANJIVANI, 


May 20th, 1893. 


SULABH DaIrnik, 
May 22nd, 1893, 
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of the Act. If the Council does nothing in the matter, it will have to be 
carried to Parliament. 


IV.—NAaTIVE STATES. 


Banaavael, 36. Referring to the Keonjhur affair, the Bangavasi of the 20th May 
May 20th, 1893, says that the quarrel between the Bhuiyas of 
Keonjhur and their Chief has broken out again 
and with greater fierceness than before. ‘I'he Bhutyas are offended with their 
ruler, but entertain no grudge against the English Government. The Samvalpur 
Hitaishini, a vernacular paper ma from Bamunda, one of the Native 
States in the jungle mahals of Orissa in alliance with the British Government, 
gives the following account of the new outbreak :— 

Some forty or fifty families of Pauriya raiyats of Keonjhur have fled to 
Bamunda in consequence of oppression and taken refuge in that State. And 
these refugee raiyats have represented to the Chief of Bamunda that the sepoys 
sent to quell the fare wi have burnt their houses, destroyed their property, 
beaten them mercilessly, and ravished their women; that owing to these oppres- 
sions, about three or hl thousand Bhuiyas, Pals, and Juyangs of Keonjhur 
have fled from their homes and taken refuge in the surrounding States; that 
even those who have not fled are seriously disaffected; that the violation of the 
chastity of their women has deeply wounded their feelings; and that they 
would have quietly submitted to any other form of oppression. 

What the people of Keonjhur now want is that their present ruler should 
be deposed and the administration of the State taken in hand by the English 
Government, They say that they signified to the British officials their desire 
to submit to British rule, and that the refusal of the British Government to 
grant their wish has pained them. And they add that they have now taken 
their oath not to submit to their present ruler. 

It is clear from the above that the subjects of the Keonjhur State have 
been driven to rebellion simply by the high-handed actions of their ruler, and 
it would be a mistake to use force to subdue them. The best way of bringing 
them round would be to use conciliatory means, so that they may forget the 
oppressions which have been committed upon them and their families by the 
sepoys. 

. ‘The Mitaishini also states that the refractory subjects have in their excite- 
ment captured one sardar and a constable, and are committing other acts of 
violence. The British Political Agent attacked them with a police force, but 
could not capture any one of the sardars, though they are constantly coming 
out of their jungle refuge to commit their acts of lawlessness. In the mean- 
time, it is said that two or three high police officers, with an armed police force, 
have arrived in Keonjhur, and are even firing upon the rebels. Government 
should enquire if this is true. 


The Keonjhur affair. 
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V.—PRO8PECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


BURDWAN SaNatvant, 37. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 16th May says that though the official 
May 16th, 1893, ecie Ws Masks fd Bad. report does not speak of the prevalence of scarcity 
wan. except in some villages situated within the jurisdic- 

a tion of the thanas Bud-Bud, Kanksa, and Rayna, 

in the district of Burdwan, the writer has learnt from a trustworthy, source 

that severe scarcity prevails in many villages within the jurisdiction of the 

Sahebgan) thana also. ‘The labouring classes in’ these villages are get 

ting no work, and work in the shape of road-making, digging tanks, &c., 

should be provided for them. Suffering is greatest among the labourers of 


the village of Tupa. It is hoped that the Magistrate will enquire and adopt 
remedial measures. 


BANGAVAS!I, 38. The Bangavdst of the 20th May has received complaints of distress 


pease ins Scarcity -in the Maabh from Huri, in the Manbhum district, where rice 18 
dinteict. ™ already selling at seven or eight seers per rupee, 
and says that the sufferings of the people have 


been intensified owing to the failure of the flowers and fruits on which they 
mostly live during this season. No work is to be had on account of scarcity, 
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he relief works which have been proposed to be opened by Government 
= peas as hardly sufficient to meet the situation. Thefts and dacoities 


have become very common. 


VI.—MISscELLANEOUS. 


39. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 16th May says that the indebtedness purpway sanstvanr, 
May 16th, 1893. 


_. of the people of India seems to be the principal 
A proposal for the establish- (4456 of their impoverishment. As there are no 
ment of State banks. : 

State banks in the country, where people could get 
money at a low rate of interest, they have no alternative but to go to the 
money-lender, who is a Shylock sometimes charging interest at so high a rate 
as Rs. 75 per cent! ‘The writer knows of a case in which a man, who had 
borrowed Rs, 29, and paid Rs. 32 in instalments, tad, aftera few years time, 
Rs. 400 decreed against him on account of the loan! Consequently the people 
are being more and more steeped in debt and impoverished. Government can 
rescue ‘on from this state of chronic indebtedness by establishing banks in 
district and sub-divisional head-quarters, where they may get money ata low 
rate of interest on the security of their immoveable properties. ‘The money thus 
lent to them will be in no danger of being lost, for, with favourable terms, eo | 
will be able to repay it after a time. And even if they cannot, Government will 
always be able to recover its mouvey without much difficulty. Now, supposing 
each of the three Presidencies to require 25 crores of rupees for such banks, a 
sum of 75 crores will be necessary for them. And as the credit of Government 
is very high, it can raise the capital by issuing promissory notes bearing 4 per 
cent. interest. It can then invest this money in the form of bank loans at 
6 per cent. interest, and thereby clear 14 crores of rupees after meeting the 
interest charge on the capital borrowed. And supposing the establishment 
charges on account of the proposed banks to amount to 50 lakhs, it will still make 
a net profit of ] crore a year. The authorities are requested to consider the 
suggestion. ) 

40. The Samay of the 19th May remarks that if instead of a lavish 
bestowal of titles in celebration of the Birthday of 
Her Majesty the Queen-Empress, something is done 
which proves really beneficial to the people, the 
occasion will be more fitly honoured. The writer accordingly suggests the 
raising of the taxable minimum of income from Rs. 500 to Rs. 1,000 a year as 
& measure which will be hailed with delight by all classes of Her Majesty’s 
subjects, and the fittest way of celebrating ber birthday. 

41. ‘The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 22nd May regrets to notice 
that a number of agricultural essays written by 
Babu Nitya Gopal Mukherji, which have reached the 
office of this paper, are written in such bad Bengali as not to be easily intelli- 
gible, and observes with sorrow that an educated man like the Babu did not 
feel ashamed to publish essays written in such language. 

But language apart, Nitya Gopal Babu deserves little credit even for the 
manner in which he has dealt with his subjects. His advice regarding the 
introduction of Abyssinian tube wells in Bengal may be adopted by rich people 
for the purpose of watering gardens, but will be absolutely unacceptable to poor 
ralyats in irrigating fields. 

It is news to the writer that bhutta is a staple food of the Bengalis. 

It is stated in a foot-note that every digha of land in Bengal absorbs 
“about” two seers of nitrogen from the atmosphere and from rain water. In 
dealing with a ee subject, Nitya Gopal Babu, scientific man that he is, ought 
tohave avoided the inexactitude implied by the word “ about,” and if he thought 
that he could not be exact, he should not have touched the subject at all. It is 
also a question, from what source Nitya Babu got his figure. No investigation 
of the subject, so far as the writer is aware, was ever undertaken in Bengal. 
An investigation was, it is true, made in Madras, but the result it yielded was 
only two pounds of nitrogen (1 seer) or less for every acre (about 3 bighas) of 
land. And it isa well-known fact that the soil can never absorb nitrogen 


directly from the atmosphere, but can absorb it only when it has been dissolved 
in rain-water. 


The Birthday celebration. 


Agricultural essays in Bengali. 
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Nitya Babu advises dried lime to be mixed with urine, forgetting perhaps 
that lime will deprive urine of its chief useful ingredient, nitrogen. The essays 
are full of such mistakes. 

ScLaBH DaINIK, 42. The Sulabh Duinik of the 22nd May has the following :— 

May 22nd, 1893. 3 According to the census of 18491, the Muham. 

The falling off in the Hindu madan population of Bengal is increasing, whilst tho 

population of Bengal Hindu population is diminishing. And the question 
arises, what has made the Bengal Hindus less reproductive than the Bengal 
Muhammadans? Some find the answer to this question in the prevalence 
of carly marriage among the Hindus. But as early marriage is equally pre- 
valent among the Bengal Musalmans, the right answer has yet to be learnt, 
‘'‘o seek an explanation in the Hindu institution of widowhood will be equall 
erroneous. If widowhood tends to restrict or reduce population, surely celibacy 
ought to restrict or reduce it in a much greater degree. But in England, where 
maids and bachelors are so numerous, population shows no sign of decrease, as 
it ought to have done if celibacy had anything to do with it. Conversions to 
Islam are very rare in these days, and cannot be regarded as the cause of the 
numerical superiority of the Musalmans. Those who would attribute the 
result to the enervating character of the Hindu religion, which, as they say, by 
putting too many restrictions on the liberty of action of its followers, tends to 
make them weak and effeminate, do not pf know that the observarce of 
Hindu religious practices is eminently calculated to produce the very opposite 
effect of making the people healthy and vigorous None of the explanations 
hitherto given seems therefore to be satisfa mene The real explanation is not 
yet given. And it ought to be borne in mind in this connection that the work 
of the census has been very carelessly done, and that in some instances low 
caste Hindus have been classed as Musalmans, and low class Musalmans have 
been written off as Hindus. The census figures are not always trustworthy. 

SeLava DaIsix, 43. The Sulabh Dainik of the 23rd May has the following on the 

Moy: 2ied, OVS. the same snbject :— 

Prejudices and prepossessions prevent many 
from seeing the true causes of the falling off in 
the Hindu population of Bengal. Those who have an antipathy against 
Hindu social institutions are taking advantage of this circumstance to indulge 
in diatribes against Hindu manners and customs. ‘These people do not even 
hesitate to abuse the Hindus in a most unbecoming fashion. But it is strange 
that it does not occur to these men to ask themselves, how it is that the Hindu 
institutions, which appear to them so barbarous, have not been found till now 
to produce any evil effects. Early marriage and widowhood are institutions 
which have existed among the Hindus from time immemorial, and yet the Hindu 
has not been up to this time swept off the face of the earth. How will the so- 
called reformers explain this anomaly ? 

The fact is that several new diseases and the spread of western civilisation 
are doing great harm to the present race of Hindus in Bengal. Malaria, 
cholera, and famine have combined to reduce their vital powers. It may be 
contended that Hindus and Musalmans suffer equally from these evils. but 
malaria 1s not, as a matter of fact, so prevalent in the districts in which the 
Musalman population predominates over the Hindu, such as the East Bengal 
districts, as it 1s in the districts in which the Hindu population predominates 
over the Musalman, such as- Hooghly, Burdwan, and the 24-Parganas. 
Thousands of Bengal Hindus are carried off every year by malaria, whilst the 
Bengal Musalmans are comparatively little affected by that evil. 

Western civilisation, the other cause of the falling off in the Hindu population, 
is not also so prevalent among the Musalmans as among the Hindus. With 
the spread of English education, the very marrow, as it were, of educated 
H{indus has been westernised, and although the Hindu tempor differs essentially 
from the western, and things Indian differ widely from things European, many 
educated Ilindus have been led into adopting a western mode of life, some 
tempering it by an admixture of the eastern mode. This hybrid life 1s doing 
no good to the Hindu. In no section of the Hindu population are premature 
deaths so numerous as among educated Hindus. Social and religious discipline 
at an end, the Hindu is acting end living according to his own free will and 
pleasure. The salutary practices enjoined by the Rishis for the preservation 
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of the health of the body and the mind are now little observed. And to crown 
the whole, there is now a dearth of food in the country owing to an unnatural 

stem of trade, and a consequent struggle for existence never known before to 
the people of this country, a struggle, which has been made all the more 
severe by the creation of artificial wants by western civilisation. 

Polygamy isone of the causes of the increase of the Musalman population— 
polygamy, which has now almost ceased to exist among the Hindus. But it 
ought to be noted that polygamy, while it has increased the number of Musal- 
mans, has steeped them in terrible poverty. An increase of population like this 
is not desirable for the Hindus, for already many of them cannot procure suffi- 
cient food for themselves by the hardest 8 ie he Musalmans eat meat, and 
their food, therefore, though scanty like that of the Hindus, is more 
nutritious. They are not therefore so much exhausted in the struggle for 
existence as the Hindus. 

The emigration of many Bengal Hindus to foreign countries every year for 
livelihood is also one of the causes of the falling of in the Hindu population. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


. B ds : 
BenGaLt TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, ongatt Lranslator 


The 27th May 1893. 
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